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& Goal \ Analytic method

This study analyzed longitudinal secondary data, the National Child and
Adolescent Well-Being (NSCAW) |, on the problem behavior outcomes of 513 . Conditional latent growth curve models to understand risk and protective factors

_ children who have been in long-term out-of-home care in the United States. associated with different trajectories of problem behavior
Mediation path analyses to understand relationships between maltreatment

severity and later behavior problems.

Children in out-of-home care have usually experienced\

significant adversity in their lives, which may negatively

affect their behavioral development.

Understanding the processes underlying problem behavior e A US national survey that covers a three- year time period.

development and identifying risk and protective factors Children aged 0 to 14 years were selected into the sample at baseline

that may benefit particular subgroups is needed (Shpiegel, (Wave 1) and followed over time. Data was then collected again 18 months
2016) / after baseline (Wave 3), then 36 months after baseline again (Wave 4).

Hambrick et al. (2016): Advocacy for whether and for whom
interventions work
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Contributions of the study \ Implications \

Better quality data on socioemotional skills and behavioral problems should
also be collected or identified to replicate the findings of this thesis and others.
The study contributes to the body of evidence on risk and protective factors by
demonstrating that out-of-home care setting, school engagement, poor The identified protective factors, though probably not in isolation, may mitigate
neighborhood community environment, and child-perceived caregiver the effects of adversity that children in long-term out-of-home care have
involvement were risk and protective factors for behavior problems for children experienced, on behavioral outcomes.

in out-of-home care.
While limited by the scope and quality of the data available, the findings of this
This study also makes an important contribution to knowledge about the thesis are significant and will be important if they can be replicated in future
effects of socioemotional skills and the involvement of caregivers in the studies.

positive behavioral development of children in out-of-home care.
Future studies should incorporate more distal influences on children’s behavior
at the exosystem or macrosystem levels that shape the proximal microsystem.
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